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Ms. CHOLMLEY, 
THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE 
: {INTENDED ONLY FOR THE SERVICE OF THE DAY) 
IS, 
IN TESTIMONY OF THAT ESTEEM 


WHICH IS DUE TO DISTINGUISHED MERIT, 


MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED BY 
HER OBLIGED AND 


MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


J. ROBERTSON. 


A 


SERMWOMW 


1 PETER iii. 8. 


Love As BRETHREN. 


| MONG the various precepts of Chri- 
/ \ ſtianity, for the ſocial conduct of man- 


kind, there is none more frequently inculcated, 
or more earneſtly recommended to our attention 
and practice, than this of Brotherly Love : So 
highly eſteemed, nay, ſo indiſpenſible was this 
duty, that it was made the teſt of every con- 
vert's pretenſions, —the diſtinguiſhing charac- 
teriſtic of every diſciple of Chriſt: By this 
<« ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 

A « if 
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« if ye have love one to another.“ Indeed it 


was the peculiar law and command of our Lord, 
when taking leave of his Apoſtles; A new 
commandment,” ſays he, I give unto you, 
te that ye love one another, as I have loved you, 


<« that ye alſo love one another.“ 


The Apoſtles alſo, in their writings, declare, 
that mutual love and charity is the end of the 
commandment : ** He: that loveth his neigh- 
c bour hath fulfilled the law©;” for it is 
comprehended and fulfilled in this one word, 
Loves. They exhort us, in the moſt tender 
and pathetic manner, * to be kindly affectioned 
* one to another; to have compaſſion one of 
* another ;—to love as brethren to put on 
(as the elect of God, holy and beloved) bowels. 

| of 


John xiii. 34, 35.— Rom, xiit, 8.— Rom, xii, 10, 
4 x Peter xii. 10. ; 
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of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
* meekneſs, longſuffering, forbearing one an- 
* other, and forgiving one another *,” | 

| * 

And as a further motive and engagement to 
practiſe this great duty of Love and Charity, 
we are placed in a condition of mutual need 
and dependence. God, in his wiſdom, has ſo 
diſtributed his gifts, has implanted in mankind 
ſuch affections and diſpoſitions, as to render us 
ſerviceable to each other, and lead us to the 

love of ſociety and friendſhip. He has inter- 

| woven, as it were, the intereſts of men, that 
each, being conſcious of his own wants, might 
ſee the neceſſity of contributing to the relief 
and happineſs of others. For every individual 
is a member of that univerſal body which in- 
cludes all mankind,—a link in the great chain 
1 of 


» Colol, iii. 12, 13. 


FS 


of ſociety, where all are knit together, —where 


all are mutually dependent. And though all 
© members have not the ſame office; though 
our lots and ſtations in life are different and un- 


equal; yet, we all are alike employed for the 


general happineſs. The poor, on the one hand, 


depend on, and are indebted to, the rich for 
protection and ſupport; the rich, on the other, 


to the poor for their labour and induſtry, in 


providing for them every convenience, every 


comfort and elegance of life: and all ranks 
and profeſſions of men depend ſo much, ſo 
neceſſarily upon each other, that no one can ſay 


to another, I have no need of thee *.” 


And to make this link of dependence {till 


ſtronger, we have daily proofs before our eyes 


of the | inſtability of every temporal poſſeſſion, 
of 


Rom. xii. 4.— 1 Cor, xii. 21. 


a: 
of the perpetual viciſſitude of all human affairs. 
No ſtate of life can be (aid to be unalterably 


fixed. This hour we may be elated with pro- 
fperity; the next, ſunk deep into adverſity. 
How often do riches make to themſelves wings 
and fly away? To how many thouſand changes 
and chances are they continually liable? How 
frequently does the hand of fraud, the ſtormy 
wind, the conſuming fire, the devouring ocean, 
deprive the owner of his much-valued wealth ? 
How often has that man ſolicited the cold hand 
of charity to-day, who yeſterday. eat the bread 
of fulneſs? This uncertainty may, therefore, 
teach us this leſſon, that nothing can better be- 
come us, than, ſenſible of our dependence, 
<« to love as brethren, and be kindly affetioned. 


ec one to another.“ 


Say, 


| [ 10 ] 

Say, ye benevolent ! what can be more agree- 
able and pleaſant to the mind, than being com- 
paſſionate and beneficial one to another ? What ! 
than to ſhare another's burden, to eaſe the la- 
bouring thought, and to wipe the dropping 
tear from the eye of diſtreſs. What delight, 
what tranſport muſt beat in your breaſts, when 

you afford to deſponding poverty the gleam of 

"hope, give a new bloom to affliction's pallid 

cheek, and ſmooth the furrowed brow of care ? 
And Oh ! how deſirous muſt good men be of 
the opportunity, how ambitious of the honour 
of working together with God“ © in that 
* labour of love” in which his infinite good= 
neſs doth moſt delight ! 


Examine the goſpel, and you will find, in 
almoſt every page, the warmeſt ſentiments of 


love, 


Þ 1 Cor. vi. 1. — Heb. vi. 10. 


[ 1 1 
love, mercy, and compaſſion. Unwearied in 
love, the bleſſed Jeſus went about doing good 
both to the ſouls and bodies of men. It was 
his daily buſineſs, his conſtant employment : 
It was his meat and drink, his care and delight, 


his life and comfort. Did ever the children of 


affliction, or tear of ſorrow, appear before him 
anpitied—unrelieved ? Was ever his aid requeſt- 
ed, or his mercy implored in vain? Did he 
ever look with an eye of indifference when he 
came to the place where diftreſs was, and then 
paſs by on the other fide? No! his heart melt- 
ed with compaſſion whenever he beheld diſtreſs : 
His bowels yearned within him when the cries 
of miſery ſounded in his ears: He liſtened to 
the importunity of every wretched object and 
then replied, in this engaging and gracious 
manner, What wilt thou that I ſhall do for 


ec thee ? 


BY 


[ I'2 ] 
* thee?*” He poured oil into the bleeding 


wound of every helpleſs ſtranger ; he always af- 


forded immediate ſuccour, and ſent the ſorrow- 


ful on his way rejoicing. And, after thus de- 


voting himſelf to the ſervice and ſalvation of 
mankind, he crowned his univerſal love and be- 
nevolence,—he died for ſinners. And ſurely 
greater love hath no man than this, that a 


% man lay down his life for his friends '.” 


What other motives can be wanting to in- 
fluence the human heart to works of love and 
charity? — Vou have them all in the pattern of | 
Jeſus Chriſt, the bleſſed Son of God, the eter- 
nal King of glory. 


Let pride ſhut up the bowels of love and 
mercy, and ſtop the flood-gates of tenderneſs 


i and 


& Mark x. 51. —.— John xv. 13. 
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and compaſſion: Let avarice freeze every hu- 


mane and generous feeling of the heart, and 
ſummon up all her force to ſuppreſs the advo- 
cates which heaven hath implanted in the bo- 
ſom in miſery's behalf: Let the cold unfeeling 
heart be till a ſtranger to, and ſteel itſelf 
againſt, the ſoft emotions of pity and compaſ- 
ſion:— Still let ours, my fellow-chriſtians, after 
the example of our Lord and Maſter, melt with 
ſympathy, and cheriſh the tender ſenſations of 
humanity: Let us drop a generous tear over 
the ſufferings of others, and remember them 


de that are in bonds as bound with them “.“ 


\/ 


Would we all but conſider ourſelves as de- 
riving our being from one common parent; — 
would we all look upon ourſelves, what we real- 


ly are, by nature equal, the workmanſhip of 
B the 


: * Heb. xili. 3. 


EF 


[14] 
the ſame hand, alike related to thee, O God, 
the Father of us all ;—would our love, like the 
ſun, ſpread around the benign rays of its in- 
fluence, and embrace, with arms of brother- 
ly affection, the whole human race . 
every man act on the principles of religion, 
and diffuſe among all mankind the ſpirit of 
amity and the ſmile of happineſs, —how very 
different would appear the face of ſociety ! 
How much changed for the better would be 
the ſcene of life! How much improved would 
be the condition of mankind ! What peace and 
harmony, friendſhip and charity, would enſue } 
Ho joyful and pleaſant would it be to aſſoci- 
ce ate and dwell together, as brethren, in unity*!” 
The various calamities, which mankind inflict 
on each other, would all diſappear.—We ſhould 


then ſee no injuſtice or oppreſſion, nor hear any 


© complain 
a Pſalm cxxxiii. 1. 


ES] 
„ complaining in our ſtreets *,” The voice of 
nature would plead for the wretched : —The ſad 
ſtory of the fatherleſs, and him that has no 
helper, would readily be heard;—and every ſpe- 
cies of diſtreſs would eaſily find a paſſage to the 
heart :—* Mercy and truth would every where 


meet together, and righteouſneſs and peace 


& would kiſs each other“. 


You will now allow me to requeſt your 
more particular attention to that diſtinguiſhed 
work of friendſhip and love, in conſequence of 


which we are here aſſembled. 


This Society, founded for the ſupport of its 
members labouring under that variety of diſ- 
eaſes to which mankind are ſubject, has been 
ſo well approved, and long maintained, * as 


B 2 to 
Pſal. exliv. 14.7 Pſal. Ixxxv. 10,-* Begun May 25, 1761. 
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to be productive of many falutary purpoſes; 


\ which have evidently appeared, as well in 2h, 


as in other inſtitutions of a ſimilar nature in 
this place. I need not, therefore, enlarge on 
the general utility of ſuch eſtabliſhments ; I 
can appeal to many of you. before me, who 
have happily experienced their good effects. 


Nor need I, in this audience, repeat the argu- 


ments that have been urged for the encourage- 


ment of thoſe Societies: duffice ĩt to ſay, every 


chriſtian, every humane, every tender motive, 


unite to recommend them. 


Let us, only for a moment, take a view of 
the calamities which often attend a fellow- 
creature; a fellow - creature ſuffering under the 


greateſt miſery human nature is liable to, —at 


once bowed down under the double weight of 


poverty and ſickneſs; unable to earn the honeſt 


reward 
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rewrard of induſtry; unable to provide a wretch- 


ed ſuſtenance for himſelf and tender offspring. 
Behold this kind Father of many children, 
upon the bed of languiſhment, ſurrounded with 
the wife of his boſom, and dear objects of his 
Jove, all involved in the greateſt difficulties 
through his calamity ;—all filled with painful 
apprehenſions, not only on his account but 
their own, crying What ſhall we eat, what 
c ſhall we drink, and wherewithal. ſhall we be 
e clothed *?” Behold him !. with languid looks, 
that ale: their very ſouls ;—with faultering 
tongue, which tells them that his earthly ta- 
bernacle muſt ſhortly be diſſolved, that the cold, 
icy hand. of death is upon him. — Behold now 
this diſtreſſed family —with the deepeſt, the ten- 
dereſt concern marked on every countenance, — 
watching his laſt feeble looks, willing to im- 


part to him a moment's comfort, a moment's 


eaſe l 


1 Matth, vi. 31, 
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eaſe !-—See, with what anxious ſolicitude they 
hang over him! — See, with what trembling ex- 
pectation they wait the great the important 
event !—Hah ! he droops, —he faints, — he dies. 
— Great God! who. can behold ſuch. a ſcene, 
and not pour out the balm of ſympathetic 
tears in abundance ? 


Alas l' fay the diſconſolate wife and chil» 
dren, in the violence of affectionate grief, 
Alas! he that loved us is now no more! 
Where, where ſhall we find a friend like 
him to plead our cauſe againſt the wicked, 
© and take us under protection? In ſuch circum- 
c ſtances of diſtreſs, who will afford us any 


£ comfort ?—whither, ah! whither muſt we 


fly from preſſing indigence ; to whom ſhall - 
© we apply for relief? — He that loved us is 
„now no more;—He, who was dearer to us 
| » rink 


19 ] 
than life itſelf, is now irrecoverably torn 
* from us by the hand of death.” 


Gracious Father of the fatherleſs ! take them, 
we beſcech thee, under thy protection; bind up 
the broken-hearted ;—comfort thoſe that are 
eaſt down ;—pour the balm of conſolation into 
their bleeding wounds ;—and dry up thoſe * ri- 
vers of waters which run down their eyes 
Io prevent diftreſs like this, as far as you 
may, and to provide a * comfortable relief for 
ſuach ſufferers, is the chriſtian motive which 
hath influenced you, the members of this So- 


ciety, 
T ; 

-® Every member of the Friendly — by contributing 
eight pence per month, is allowed fiveſhillings a week out of 
the joint ſtock, when rendered incapable of working by fick- 
'heſs, lameneſs, or blindneſs. Upon the deceafe of any mem- 
ber, his widow receives five pounds for defraying his funeral 
expences : And when any member's wife dies, he is allowed: 
ferty ſhillings for the ſame purpoſe, 


* 
. 
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ciety, to unite your friendly efforts to prevent 
the wretchedneſs of deſpair, to ſoften the pangs, 


and Ariete the ſorrows of nature. 


Permit me then to congratulate. you on. your 
benevolent inſtitution : Permit me to requeſt 
you to LIVE IN LOVE,——as you are brethren, —- 
partakers of the ſame nature, — children of the 
ſame gracious Father. LIVE IN LovE,—as you 


are diſciples of Chriſt, —heirs of the ſame hopes, 


'—and candidates for the ſame ſtate of eternal 


bliſs.—Livg IN LOVE, —and this will recom- 
mend you to the mercy of God, and the bleſſed 


rewards of eternity. 


Suffer me, likewiſe, to requeſt you to perſevere 
in this uſeful undertaking: Firmly unanimous 


among yourſelves, and fixed in your friendſhip, 


go on and proſper, You are engaged in a oa 
lightful 


[2] 
Eghtfulenterprize;—youare embarked ina laud- 
able cauſe.—Who, that has a mind open to the 
ſentiments of humanity; or im preſſed with the 
principles of religion, but muſt rejoice to ſee 
the bleſſed effects of your friendſhip ; to fee 
thoſe refreſhing ſhowers of your love reviye that 
barren and dry land where no water was z—to- 
ſee the ftreams of it flow in a regular courſe to 
the relief of miſery and- diſtreſs ;—to ſee an in- 
duſtrious uſeful man reſtored to himſelf, to his 
family, and to the community to ſee eyes 
reſtored to the blind, feet to the lame, and 


comfort to the mourner. This, this is the 
nobleſt pleaſure and ſatisfaction which is ever 
felt, and can only be felt in the tender hearts 


of the generous and humane. 


Leave, therefore, my beloved, leave to others 


the gratifications of pride and avarice, of hatred 
C and. 
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and revenge; — the pleaſures of love and benefi- 


cence be ever yours. When all other comforts. 
fail, theſe will ſupport you. When the en- 
dearing ties of huſband and wife, parent and. 
child, friend and brother, ſhall be diſſolved; 
when the ſun himſelf ſhall be obſcured, and 
the heavens rolled up as a veſtment; when all. 
the productions of nature and art, the magnifi- 
cent palaces, the impregnable towers, the 
«. everlaſting hills *,” and the great globe itſelf, 
ſhall crumble into duſt :—Then ſhall your good 
deeds be had in remembrance, and flouriſh with 
immortal glory :—Then will your gracious God, 
the great God of heaven and earth, who looks 
down with peculiar delight upon works of be- 
nevolence and love, reward you with eternal : 


honour and glory in the world to come. 
Gen. xlix. 26. 


EXE END. 


